Central New York Region

Eastern Division, National Ski Patrol

Fall Meeting – November 18, 2008
Attendees:  Gary Bustos (Highland Forest), Jeff Paston (Tog/CNY Region), Joe Procopio (Song), Noel Rios (CNY Region), Walt Shepard (Tog/CNY Region), Paul Steiner (Tog/CNY Region), Bob Wiley (Greek Peak), Jon Wilson (McCauley/CNY Region), Jim Zoyhofski (Labrador) 

NSP Voting

All Patrol Leaders please encourage your patrol members to vote in the ongoing election for NSP Board members. Voting ends on December 1st.  

CNY OEC  

· There is currently one OEC Course in progress in CNY.  It is being held at Highland Forest and has 17 candidates from Cazenovia, Highland, Labrador, Song, and Toggenburg.  This is a combination of self paced study (e-course) and skills training sessions.  The course IOR is Pam Mead. 

· All scheduled fall refreshers have been successfully completed.

Senior EMM / S&T – Jon Wilson
· The 2008-2009 CNY Senior EMM / S&T Schedule was distributed and discussed.  It is available on the CNY Region’s Web-site at: http://www.cnyskipatrol.org/index.html  

· There is a meeting at Killington the weekend of 12/5 – 12/6 to discuss the newest information / requirements for EMM / S&T.  

· Eastern Division has a new program supervisor for Mountain Travel and Rescue.

· The preseason Senior S&T, EMM T/E’s Clinic for the region staff will be held at Labrador Mtn. on December 13, 2008. The latest program updates will be distributed.

· If you have any questions contact Jon at: Tel: 315-735-7757(H) and leave a message, or e-mail: cody@headstrong.org 
· On December 20th there is an S&T Trainer’s meeting scheduled.  We need at least one S&T trainer from each area to attend to get the latest program updates.  More are encouraged.

· We have 3 candidates registered so far.

· Candidates can work on either EMM or S&T, or they can work on both.

· Food is provided at the various venues at varying costs ($5.00 fee at Greek, no fee at McCauley).

· Candidates are requested to register ahead of time for all sessions in order to have adequate food, supplies, and instructors.

· Please note: when visiting Labrador patroller’s are requested to not wear their ski patrol parkers.

· Forty (40) Eastern Division Senior TEs are expected to attend the recertification sessions being held this year at McCauley on the weekend of February 7-8, 2009.

· Addition of another skier enhancement seminar is being planned.  The date will be announced when things are firmed up.

· Woman’s program supervisor for the region is Dee Hameline from McCauley.  She is willing to travel to different areas but needs advance notice.  She can be contacted at: 
e-mail:
hameline@adelphia.net    or cell: 3115-723-8721

· We need to encourage patrollers to sign up for the Senior EMM / S&T programs.  What will it take to have patrollers from each area participate?  Can by-laws be revised to encourage participation?
Instructor Development – Noel Rios

· Completion of the Instructor Development (ID) course is one of the requirements to become a certified NSP instructor for any discipline. The program is offered in two formats.

· Classroom – a hands on, face to face program allowing interaction between the instructors and participants.  Need a minimum of 6 students for a successful course.

· E-course – a self paced course using a textbook and CD. It has 10 chapters and a final exam.  
· The final phases for both formats are mentoring followed by a skills evaluation by one of our Instructor Trainers (IT).

· Noel will be registering an e-course in the near future.

· Contact Noel if you have any questions: Tel: 315-692-4165 e-mail nrios@twcny.rr.com
CNY Region NSPS Awards – Jeff Paston
· Jeff Paston reminded everyone that he is willing to assist with the process involved in nominating people for NSP awards. There are people out there who are qualified for the various awards, but the nominations have to come from individual patrols or patrollers.  Jeff  can be contacted at: yxjp@windstream.net 
· Jeff discussed the awards to CNY patrollers for the 2007-2008 season.  They are:

· National Appointments
Rusty Martin   

Old Forge Ski Patrol       
10762
Stewart Gray   

Greek Peak Ski Patrol    
10764

Bill Perkins

Greek Peak Ski Patrol

10798





· Distinguished Service Award
Dave Larrabee   
Watertown Ski Patrol 

· 50-year plaques
Henry Watkins

Snow Ridge

Phil Resch 

Toggenburg

David Larrabee 

Watertown

Martin Connor 

Labrador

John Parsell 

Snow Ridge

George Ehrmann
Mt. Otsego
(Alumni)

· For more information check the following: Chapter 10 (Awards) beginning on page 111 of the NSP Policies and Procedures Manual – 2008-2009. 

· For the NSP website page for downloading the policies & procedures manual and award forms, go to:
http://www.nsp.org/1/nsp/home/home.asp   

click on “Member Services”, Log in, click on “My Bookshelf”, click on “Policies and Procedures 2008-2009” and select the form(s) you wish to down load from the right hand column. 
· A recent addition to the available awards is the Eastern Division Patriot Star Award.  It is awarded to active Patrollers who are, or have been, a member of the armed forces on active duty in a Combat Zone deployment. Dates of active duty and location(s) of deployment are required. 
· For the Eastern Division Awards site go to: http://www.nspeast.org/html/awards.htm#patriot 
· The CNY Region is developing criteria for an “Outstanding Patrol of the Year” award.  The criteria will be, among other things, based on percentages so that large and small patrols can compete on an equitable basis. Other items being considered are: NSP based community training, number of instructors (%), number of seniors (%), etc.
       History of NSP in Central New York History – Jeff Paston
· The CNY Region History has been updated and a copy now resides in the Eastern Division archives located on the campus of the Dartmouth College
· The history is available on the CNY Region’s Web-site at: http://www.cnyskipatrol.org 
Nordic & Mountain Travel and Rescue (MTR) – Gary Bustos
· The Highland Forest ski patrol is interested in hosting a mountain travel seminar, which would include tracking, orienteering, GPS usage, wilderness survival, and search & rescue. They are currently in the process of developing a full blown search & rescue exercise.
· A sub-committee was formed to develop an S&R training program.  Initially if consists of Jon Wilson (McCauley), Gary Bustos (highland), and Jim Zoyhofski (Labrador).

· Joe Homola and Brian Bamburger are working out dates for a Mountain Travel clinic to be held at McCauley.

Hasty Search Protocol

Noel pointed out that every patrol is supposed to have a hasty search protocol in place.
Deceased Patrollers

· Brian Bamberger is collecting names of patrollers who died while registered as patrollers.  Please contact him with names and pertinent information at: Tel: 315-455-6997(H) or e-mail: brian.bamberger@brookfieldpower.com
· A memorial page will be developed on our Web-site.

2009 Patroller Education Conference (PEC)  
The 2009 Patroller Education Conference (formerly Powderfall), which takes place April 15-17 in Snowbird, Utah, is taking shape and will be a world-class educational opportunity for all patrollers--volunteer and pro. View or download the event brochure on the Member’s News page of the NSP Web-site, or look for it in the next issue of Ski Patrol Magazine. 
CNY Region OEC Training Equipment
A proposal was submitted to Noel by one of our local ski area equipment managers to purchase equipment for use by the Region’s OEC staff.  Estimated costs range from ~$1,050 to $2,200. There was much discussion, both pro & con, with the tone being that things appear to be working OK with the current practice of instructors bring training equipment from their own patrol.  Possibly the Region could reimburse the patrol’s who have inadequate supplies or experience damage.  The topic was tabled for the time being with Noel indicating that he would discuss the issue with the Region’s OEC program supervisor and other patrol directors.

Cardboard Splints
Joe Procopio indicated that Song is running short of cardboard splints.  Labrador indicated they could use between 300 – 500 pieces.  Joe indicated that in the past they ordered from Southern Container but had to place a minimum order of 2200.  He will check for suppliers and asked for information about other potential suppliers and which patrols will need them.
Next CNY Region Meeting

Spring CNY Region meeting is scheduled for May 9, 2009, 9:00 am at Toggenburg.

Walter O Shepard

Web-Master / Secretary
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